Theatre Introduction SH A/B
380201/02

	Course Title
	Theatre Introduction SH A/B (Proficient)

	Course Abbreviation
	THEA INTRO A/B

	Course Code
	380201/02

	Prerequisites
	None

	Notes
	F Credit, not repeatable, year-long

	Course Description
	The purpose of this course is to provide a balanced theatre arts program that guides students to achieve the standards in the performing arts. The course will emphasize artistic perception and creative expression. It will promote understanding of aesthetic valuing, historical and cultural awareness, and the interconnections of the arts and other disciplines. Students will be trained in the fundamental skills of the theatre arts, including improvisation techniques, body control, voice, diction, pantomime, learning of lines, creation of character, projection of ideas and emotions, and preparation and acting of scenes from plays. Acting projects will provide positive group experiences in collaborative assignments, developing self-discipline, evaluating the performances of others, and accepting constructive criticism. Instruction develops language skills and appreciation through reading dramatic literature from various periods and cultures; using written critiques to evaluate one’s own work and that of others; writing dramatic scenes; character analyses, play reports, and introductions; observing with sensitivity; listening critically; and speaking effectively.

	Key Assignments
	· Participate in a variety of performances from different periods of theatre as both leading and supporting performers.

· Develop criteria to respond to, analyze and evaluate theatrical experiences of self and others. Write critiques.
· Keep a daily journal recording responses to acting techniques, character development and rehearsal outcomes.
· Read and discuss plays from different periods, noting similarities and differences.
· Participate in theatre activities as an actor, using appropriate theatre terms.

· Research and discuss periods in theatre history, focusing on the social, political, economic and religious influences that shaped them. Prepare and present a report on one aspect of theatre history.

	Instructional Methods
	· Research

· Discussion

· Observation of performances

· Rehearsal

· Direct Instruction

· Reflective writing/journaling

	Co-Curricular Work
	Students can adapt and perform recommended literature or readings in English/Language Arts.

	Resources
	The Stage and the School by Harry H. Schanker (Glencoe/McGraw-Hill)

Raising the Curtain by Gai Jones (Perfection Learning)

The Great Acting Teachers and Their Methods by Richard Brestoff (Smith and Kraus)


Course Outline
Units should be presented in an integrated manner where possible.  Time spent on each unit is to be based upon the needs of the student and the instructional program.
	Foundations

Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to Theatre 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	10%

	Enduring Understanding
	Like the importance of a foundation to a house, acting requires a strong knowledge of theatrical building blocks.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 1.0 – Artistic Perception
1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing, and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.
Supporting: 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre such as acting values, style, genre, design, and theme to describe theatrical experiences.

	Vocabulary 
	mood, pacing, use of space, reflection, acting values, style, genre, design, theme 

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of form, content and dramatic structure in theatre.
· Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.
· Explore theatre vocabulary through discussions, readings and observation of the directorial choices and design elements of theatrical productions both on and off campus.
· Use the specialized language of theatre vocabulary and traditions in discussion, journals, written reports and tests, self and peer assessments, and criteria charts.  

	Suggested Strategies
	think-pair-share, word walls, field trips to a local college’s final dress rehearsal, journaling, student-generated assessments, class-created criteria charts, compare and contrast, debate, persuasive writing, oral presentations

	Sample Performance Tasks
	Watch live or filmed theatrical scenes or plays, documenting and evaluating the work using theatrical vocabulary and student-created criteria. Debate merits with peers.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student comprehends theatrical vocabulary, using at least six terms to articulately evaluate the filmed theatrical scene or play. 

	
	4 Proficient
	Student generally understands theatrical vocabulary, using at least six terms to evaluate the filmed theatrical scene or play.

	
	3 Basic
	Student understands basic theatrical vocabulary, using at least four terms to evaluate the filmed theatrical scene or play.

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student superficially understands theatrical vocabulary but makes errors in articulating their use in a filmed theatrical scene or play.

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student does not exhibit comprehension of theatrical vocabulary and/or makes serious errors in articulating their use in a filmed theatrical scene or play.


	Creativity
Creating and Participating in Theatre
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	25%

	Enduring Understanding
	Successful actors understand and can explain the characteristics of various theatrical styles.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 2.0 – Creative Expression
2.3 Design, produce, or perform scenes or plays from a variety of theatrical periods and styles, including Shakespearean and contemporary realism.
Supporting: 3.0 – Historical and Cultural Contexts
3.3 Identify key figures, works, and trends in world theatrical history from various cultures and time periods.

	Vocabulary 
	theatrical periods, style, Shakespearean, contemporary realism, key figures, trends

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
· Expand knowledge of the various activities of the actor by participating in the collaborative process that occurs in producing contemporary, classic and world theatre scenes.
· Make acting choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection and revision to create characters from classical, contemporary, realistic and nonrealistic dramatic texts. 
· Develop characters through improvisation, rehearsal and research.
· Work collaboratively as an ensemble, continuing to demonstrate and improve communication, organizational and performance skills.

	Suggested Strategies
	improvisation, peer assistance and review, audio recordings of scripts, flashcards, ensemble-building activities such as “Bums in Seats” and “Mine Field,” physical activities such as “Go, Stop, Drop” and “Statue Design”  

	Sample Performance Tasks
	Annotate a text, documenting the emotional background, literal and figurative substitutions and personal research. After performance, students can justify their acting choices. Work as an ensemble to present scenes in a specific style.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student intelligently annotates a text, effectively documenting the emotional background, literal and figurative substitutions and personal research; is able to maturely justify his/her acting choices using theatrical vocabulary. 

	
	4 Proficient
	Student coherently annotates a text, documenting the emotional background, literal and figurative substitutions and personal research; is able to adequately justify his/her acting choices using theatrical vocabulary.

	
	3 Basic
	Student annotates a text, documenting some of the emotional background, literal and figurative substitutions and personal research; justifies some of his/her acting choices with some theatrical vocabulary.

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student comments on a text, expressing basic knowledge of the emotional background, literal and figurative substitutions and/or personal research; reiterates his/her acting choices using nontheatrical vocabulary.

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student comments on a text but has serious errors that impede the reader’s understanding; includes some information on the emotional background, literal and figurative substitutions and/or personal research; cannot justify his/her acting choices; no theatrical vocabulary. 


	Context

Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Theatre 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	10%

	Enduring Understanding
	People are both shaped by and influence their society.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 3.0 – Historical and Cultural Context
3.1 Identify and compare how …media productions influence our values and behaviors.
3.2 Describe the ways in which playwrights reflect and influence their culture…
Supporting: 2.0 – Creative Expression
2.1 Make acting choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision through the rehearsal process.

	Vocabulary 
	influence, society, choices, analysis, character, reflection, revision

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to describe the ways that theatre and those who work in theatre reflect and influence culture.

	Suggested Strategies
	research, discussion, writing, brainstorming, cooperative learning, direct instruction, research-based writing, narrative writing, reading, journal writing, role playing

	Sample Performance Tasks
	Research historical characters that resemble a character in a play or scene; research major social events concurrent to the time the play is set. Write and perform a researched-based letter as a period character that influenced his/her society, class or culture.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student has thoroughly researched a historical character that reflects the nature of a character from a scene or play and synthesized research of the appropriate time period; is then able to effectively incorporate this information into a written and effectively performed letter.

	
	4 Proficient
	Student has effectively researched a historical character that reflects the nature of a character from a scene or play and synthesized some additional research of the appropriate time period; is then able to adequately incorporate this information into a written and performed letter.

	
	3 Basic
	Student has superficially researched a historical character that reflects the nature of a character from a scene or play and may have included research of the appropriate time period; incorporates some of this information into a written and performed letter.

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student has completed some research on a historical character and the appropriate time period; with some errors, is able to incorporate this information into a written and/or performed letter.

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student’s research of a historical character and the appropriate time period has significant errors; presents a brief written and/or performed letter.


	Evaluation 

Responding to, Analyzing, and Critiquing Theatrical Experiences 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	5%

	Enduring Understanding
	A maturing theatre student appreciates the importance of an evaluative vocabulary.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 1.0 – Artistic Perception
1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing, and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.
4.0 – Aesthetic Valuing
4.1 Compare a traditional interpretation of a play with a nontraditional interpretation defending the merits of the different interpretations.
Supporting: 4.2 – Report how a specific actor used drama to convey meaning in his or her performances.

	Vocabulary 
	observe, document, perception, mood, pacing, use of space, traditional and nontraditional interpretation, defend 

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to analyze and critique interpretations of theatrical literature.

	Suggested Strategies
	filmed theatrical scenes accompanied by whole-class or small-group discussions, discuss architects/designers with nontraditional approaches (Frank Gehry, for example), compare and contrast, debate, Venn diagram, persuasive writing

	Sample Performance Tasks
	Compare the Zeffirelli version of Romeo and Juliet with Baz Luhrmann’s version, looking specifically at how each film is appropriate for the culture, society and time period in which it was made.
Compare scenes from filmed versions of Pride and Prejudice, critiquing acting.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student effectively compares the two films and maturely interweaves this information into an analysis of the respective culture, society and time period in which each was produced.

	
	4 Proficient
	Student adequately compares the two films and interweaves this information into an analysis of the respective culture, society and time period in which each was produced.

	
	3 Basic
	Student superficially compares the two films and comments on this information while acknowledging the culture, society and time period in which each was produced.

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student compares the two films with some errors and adds information about culture, society and/or time period in which each was produced.

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student comments on one film independent of the other while occasionally mentioning the culture, society and/or time period in which each was produced.


	Performance 

Performing and Participating in Theatre
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	25%

	Enduring Understanding
	Successful actors understand and can explain the characteristics of various theatrical styles.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 2.0 – Creative Expression
2.3 Design, produce, or perform scenes or plays from a variety of theatrical periods and styles, including Shakespearean and contemporary realism.
Supporting: 3.0 – Historical and Cultural Contexts
3.3 Identify key figures, works, and trends in world theatrical history from various cultures and time periods.
2.1 Make acting choices…to create characters from classical, contemporary, realistic, and nonrealistic dramatic texts.

	Vocabulary 
	theatrical periods, style, Shakespearean, contemporary realism, key figures, trends

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
· Practice rehearsal techniques to improve skill in the memorization of lines, blocking, the exploration of text and the creation of characters.
· Utilize effective rehearsal strategies for performance and ensemble development.
· Demonstrate acting skill in a variety of scenes, monologues, pantomimes and improvisations, using accurate and consistent physical mannerisms and dialects where applicable.
· Expand knowledge of the various activities of the actor by participating in the collaborative process that occurs in producing contemporary, classic and world theatre scenes.
· Demonstrate strong vocal and physical performance skills consistently through performances in a variety of venues and events.
· Work collaboratively as an ensemble, continuing to demonstrate and improve communication, organizational and performance skills.

	Suggested Strategies
	student-generated visual timelines revealing major trends in history, jigsaw different elements (politics, music, media, environment, science, etc.), improvisation, “What If” scenarios, group problem-solving activities, performing, role playing, modeling

	Sample Performance Tasks
	Given a Shakespeare text, present a scene or monologue in the Elizabethan style or choose another manner (realistic, farce, Restoration) that you can justify as more effective.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student effectively presents the text, clearly reflecting the characteristics of the Elizabethan or another style; is able to competently justify and then articulate his or her stylistic choices in developing the scene or monologue. 

	
	4 Proficient
	Student makes mature choices in presenting the text, reflective of the Elizabethan or another style; is able to adequately justify and then articulate his or her stylistic choices in developing the scene or monologue.

	
	3 Basic
	Student adequately presents the scene or monologue; is able to superficially justify some stylistic choices in developing the scene or monologue. 

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student presents a scene or monologue with little justification for the stylistic choices made in developing the scene or monologue.

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student does not present a scene, has made few if any choices in how to stylistically develop the character, or makes only one or two superficial comments in his/her justification for their decision.


	Connections 

Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in Theatre to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	25%

	Enduring Understanding
	Art and media have the potential to influence individual and societal values and behaviors. 

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 3.0 – Historical and Cultural Contexts
3.1 Identify and compare how film, theatre, television, and electronic media productions influence our values and behaviors.
Supporting: 1.0 – Artistic Perception
1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as acting value, style, genre, design, and theme to describe theatrical experiences.

	Vocabulary 
	electronic media, influence values, acting value, style, genre, design, theme, theatrical experiences

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the correlation between effective use of theatrical training, success in the marketplace, and success in careers.

· Demonstrate the ability to identify, organize and accomplish production tasks.
· Understand the principles of effective oral, written and multimedia communication in a variety of formats and contexts.
· Demonstrate the behaviors associated with responsibility and flexibility in personal, workplace and community settings.

· Work responsibly and respectfully in groups.

	Suggested Strategies
	analyze advertisements (discussing the intent and the intended audience), brainstorming, compare and contrast, debate, persuasive writing, group work, role playing, modeling

	Sample Performance Tasks
	Using content learned in one or more of the core content areas, demonstrate the intended goals of propaganda and how it is/was used to influence individuals and society.
Create propaganda, present to class or peers.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student effectively uses information from one or more core content areas and insightfully analyzes the intended propaganda used to influence individuals and society. 

	
	4 Proficient
	Student competently uses information from one or more core content areas and analyzes the intended propaganda used to influence individuals and society.

	
	3 Basic
	Student adequately uses the information from one or more core content area and offer a basic explanation of the propaganda used to influence individuals and/or society.

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student uses the information from one core content area and refers to general factors that influenced individuals and/or society.

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student offers information from a core content area with errors and refers to the effect on individuals and/or society.
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